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INTRODUCTION. 


The glorious Victory atchieved by Rear-Admiral 

- Sir Horatio Nelſon, off the Mouth of the Nile 
on the 1 and 2d of Auguſt laſt, has received, 
and muſt ever continue to receive, the warmeſt 
tribute of admiration and applauſe. It has 
not only filled every Britiſh boſom with the 
proudeſt exultation, but foreign nations have 
participated in our feelings, and have hailed 
the Britiſh Conqueror as the Hero and Saviour 
of Europe. No Naval, or perhaps any other 
Battle, ancient or modern, ever had ſo much 
dependent upon its conſequences —Conle- 
quences which have even ſurpaſſed the anti- 
cipations of the moſt experignced ſtateſman 
and profoundeſt politicians in Europe; and 
no Battle that ever was fought was perhaps 
conducted, in its progreſs, with ſo much judge- 
ment, or conteſted, to its iſſue, with ſo much 
ardent and perſevering Courage. | 
The account of the general reſult of this Action, 
even the beſt Hiſtorians that ſhall hereafter re- 
cord it, will be proud to borrow from the 
ſimple and eloquent Letter of the Admiral 
himſelf: but in every tranſaction of the kind, 
after the firſt tumult of national exultation 
ſhall have 1 in ſome degree ſubſided, a thouſand 
23: | circumſtances 
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11 
circumſtances remain to be. ſupplied for the 
ſatisfaction of the enquiring mind, and which 
are eſſential to gain a juſt and perfect impreſ- 
ſion of the actual merit of the great Services 
which have been performed. The Hero, like 
every other man is beſt known and remem- 
bered by minute traits of character. Great 
and brilliant events dazzle and aſtoniſh, while 


the deliberations and turns of mind in a great 


man that produce ſuch events, attra& our at- 
tention, awaken all our admiration, and per- 
manently fix our eſteem. 


To ſupply what the Britiſh Nation have long anxi- 


ouſly wiſhed for, an authentic detail of all the 


operations of. the Britiſh Squadron, previous 


to the Battle, and of its particular conduct in 
the grand criſis which enſued, we are happy 


that we can, from the kindneſs and indulgence 


of an Officer who bore a moſt diſtinguiſhed 
ſhare in that great event, now preſent a nar- 
rative, at once minutely circumſtantial and 
ſtudiouſly accurate. 


AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE, Ge. 


IR HORATIO NELSON had been detached 
by Earl St Vincent into the Mediterranean, 
with the Vanguard of 74 guns, the Rear-Admi- 
ral's flag ſhip, the Orion and Alexander of 74. 
guns each, the Emerald and Terpſichore frigates, 

and La Bonne Citoyenne ſloop of war. 
Nothing material occurred to the ſquadron 
from the day it failed from Gibraltar, which was 
on the gth of May, till the 22d, when, being in 
the Gulph of Lyons, at two A. M. a moſt violent 
ſquall of wind took the Vanguard, which carried 
away her topmaſts, and at laſt her foremaſt. 
The other ſhips experienced the fury of the gale, 
but not in the ſame degree as the Vanguard, a 
ſtronger vein of the tempeſt having taken that 
ſhip. The three line of battle ſhips loſt ſight of 
the frigates on the ſame day, and at the moment 
of the misfortune which befell the Vanguard, 
the Britiſh ſquadron was not many leagues diſtant 
from the French fleet, under Buonaparte, which 
had on that very day ſet fail from Toulon. 
The ſquadron bore up for Sardinia, the Alex- 
ander taking the Vanguard in tow, and the 
Orion looking out a-head to endeavour to get a 


pilot, for the * poſe of gaining St Pierre's 
road. | 


A'2 On 
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On the 24th, with very great difficulty we 


reached that anchorage, where we were in great 
hopes of meeting with a friendly reception, which 
our diſtreſſes ſeemed to demand from a neutral 
power; the Governor of St Pierre, however, 
had orders from the French not to admit any 
Britiſh-ſhip ; but their utmoſt hoſtility could not 

prevent us from anchoring in the road.— The 
reſources which . Britiſh ſeamen always have 
within themſelves, availed us much upon this oc- 
caſion. Captain Berry, with the very great 
aſſiſtance he received from Sir James Saumarez 
and Captain Ball, was enabled with great expe- 
dition to equip the Vanguard with a jury fore- 

maſt, jury main and mizen top maſts, and to fiſh 
the bowſprit, which was ſprung in many places ; 
and on the 4th day from our anchoring in St 

Pierre's road, we again put to fea with top- 

gallant yards acroſs. 

It 1s proper here to obſerve, that although the 
Governor of St Pierre, in conſequence of peremp- 
tory orders from the French, denied us a public 
reception, he yet privately acted in a friendly 
manner, giving us, in an underhand , every 

aſſiſtance in his power. 

The Admiral, eager to execute the orders which 
he had received, did not think of ſailing to Na- 
ples or any other port where he could have re- 
ceived the moſt open and friendly aſſiſtance, in 
getting the ſhip properly refitted, which her con- 
dition ſeemed to require, but immediately ſteered 
for his appointed rendezvous, nor did he ever ex- 
preſs the ſmalleſt intention of ſhifting his flag to 
ney s of the other ſhips, which, to many offi- 


cers, 
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Gers, the peculiar circumſtances of his own ſhip 
might have ſeemed to render deſirable.— The 
Admiral and Officers of the Vanguard, indeed, 
had the happineſs to find, that the ſhip failed and 
worked as well as the other ſhips, notwithſtand- 
ing her apparently crippled condition. 

The ſquadron reached the rendezvous on the 
4th of June, and on the following day was join- 
ed by La Mutine, Captain Hardy, who was char- 
ged with orders to the Admiral, and who brought 
the highly acceptable intelligence, that Captain 
Troubridge had been detached with; ten ſail of 
the line, and a fifty gun ſhip, to reinforce us. 
This intelligence was received with univerſal joy 
throughout our little ſquadron; and the Admi- 
ral obſerved to Captain Berry, that he would 
then be a match for any hoſtile fleet in the Me- 
diterranean, and his only deſire would be to en- 
counter one. 

June 6th— The ſquadron was ſpread, nal. 
ly looking out for the expected reinforcement. 
By a veſlel ſpoke with on that day, we were in- 


formed that ſeveral ſal, then in fight, were Spa- 


niſh ſhips richly laden; but prize money was not 
the object of the Admiral —all {ſelfiſh conſidera- 
tion was abſorbed in his great mind by that of 
the honour and intereſts of his country, and his 


attention and anxiety were ſolely engroſſed by his 


deſire to meet his promiſed remforcement, that he 
might purſue the enemy, of the ſailing of hom 
from Toulon, he had certain intelligence. — The 
Alexander being on the look-out, ſtopped one of 
theſe ſhips—finding ihe had on board eighty or 
ninety prieſts, driven by the French perſecutions 


and 
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and ereltics from Rome, he thought it would be 
an act of humanity to permit the ſhip to purſue 
her voyage ; and he accordingly releaſed her, and 
rejoined the Admiral, bringing with him a few 
volunteers from the Spaniſh veſſel, chiefly Ge- 
noeſe, who were deſirous of the honour of ſer- 
ving in the Britiſn fleet, expreſſing, at the ſame 
time, their deteſtation and reſentment at the ill- 
uſage which they had een from the 
French. 
On the 8th at noon, we had the happineſs to 
ae from the maſt-head ten ſail, and it was 
not long before we recognized them to be Britiſh 
ſhips of war, ſtanding upon a wind in cloſe line 
of battle, with all ſails ſet. Private {ſignals were 
exchanged, and before ſunſet the ſo much wiſh- 
ed for junction was formed, an event which was 
certainly facilitated by the great profeſſional abi- 
 lity, judgment and zeal of Captain Troubridge. 
The Admiral had received no inſtructions what 
courſe he was now to ſteer, and no certain infor- 
mation reſpecting the deſtination of ihe enemy's 
fleet; he was left, therefore, entirely to his own 
judgment. He had the happineſs. however, to 
find, that to the Captains of his ſqua lron he bad 
no neceſſity to give directions for being in con- 
ſtant readineſs for battle: On this point their 
zeal anticipated his utmoſt wiſhes, for the decks 
of all the ſhips were kept perfectly clear night 
and day, and every man was ready to ſtart to his 
poſt at a moment's notice. It was a great ſatiſ- 
faction to him, likewiſe, to perceive, that the 
men of all the ſhips were daily exerciſed at the 
| 9 guts and ſmall arms, and that every thing 
| was 
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was in the beſt ſtate of preparation for aQtual 
ſervice. 

The Admiral knew that the enemy had ſailed 
with a N. W. wind, which naturally led him to 
conclude that their courſe was up the Mediterra- 
nean. He ſent La Mutine to Civita Vecchia, 
and all along the Roman coaſt, to gain intelli- 
gence, and ſteered with the fleet for Corſica, 


which he reached on the 12th of June. Several 


veſſels had been ſpoken with on the paſſage 
thither, but no intelligence whatever had been 
obtained from them. He continued his courſe 
on the 1 3th between Corſica and Elba, and be- 


tween Planoſa and .Elba, through the latter of : 
which paſſages large chips or fleets had not been 


accuſtomed to paſs. We made the Roman coaſt, 
and were re) et by La Mutine, without gain- 


ing any intelligence, notwithſtanding the active 


_ exertions of Captain Hardy. The Admiral now 
determined to ſteer towards Naples, in the ho 

of ſome ſatisfactory information. 
reported that the plundering Algiers was the 
object of the French armament ; but this ac- 
count was too vague to warrant the Admiral in 
implicitly adopting it. 


tion he could from Sir William Hamilton. He 
returned with a report only, that the enemy 
were gone towards Malta. 
lamented that even a day had been loſt by vi- 


ſiting the bay of Naples, and determined, by the 
ſhorteſt cut, to make the Faro di Meſſina, which 


the fleet alte through on the 20th, with a fair 


It had been 


We ſaw. Mount Veſu- 
vious on the 16th, and detached Captain Trou- 
bridge, in La Autine, to obtain what informa- 


The Admilal now _ 


wind. 
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The joy with which the Gicilians hailed our 
ſquadron, when it was diſcovered by them to be 
Britiſh, gave the moſt ſincere ſatisfaction to every 
one on board of it. A vaſt number of boats came 
off, and rowed round it with the loudeſt congratula- 
tions, and the ſincereſt exultation, as they had been 
apprehenſive that the French fleet was deſtined to 
act againſt them, after the capture of Malta, 
Here we gained intelligence from the Britiſh 
Conſul, that Malta had actually ſurrendered. We 
had now hopes of being able to attack the enemy's 
fleet at Goza, where it was reported they were 
anchored, and the Admiral immediately formed 
a plan for that purpoſe. 
We were now ſteering with a preſs of fail for 
Malta, with a freſh breeze at N. W, On the 
22d June, La Mutine, at day-light in, the morn- 
ing, ſpoke a Genoeſe brig from Malta, which 
gave intelligence that the French had ſailed from 
thence on the 18th, with a freſh gale at N. W. 
The Admiral was not long in determining what 
courſe he ſhould take, and made the fignal to 
bear up and ſteer to the S. E. with all poſſible 
ſail. At this time we had no certain means of 
aſcertaining that the enemy were not bound up 
the Adriatic. 

From the day we bore up, till the 90 of June, 
only three veſſels were ſpoken with, two of 
which had come from Alexandria, and had not 
ſeen any thing of the enemy's fleet; the other 
had come from the Archipelago, and had hke- - 
wiſe ſeen nothing of them. This day we ſaw 
the Pharos Tower of Alexandria, and continued 


nearing the land with a preſs of ſail, * we had 
a 
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a diſtin view of both harbours; and to our ge- 
neral ſurpriſe and diſappointment, we ſaw not a 
French ſhip in either. La Mutine communicated 


with the Governor of Alexandria, who was as 


much {ſurpriſed at ſeeing a Britiſh ſquadron there, 


as he was at the intelligence that a French fleet 


was probably on its paſſage thither. 

It now became a ſubject of deep and anxious 
deliberation with the Admiral what could poſſibly 
have been the courſe of the enemy, and what 
their ultimate deſtination. His anxious and active 


mind, however, would not permit him to reſt a 
moment in the ſame place, he therefore ſhaped 


his courſe to the northward, for the coaſt of 
Caramanea, to reach as quickly as poſſible ſome 
quqrter where information could moſt probably be 
obtained, as well as to ſupply his ſhips with wa- 
ter, of which they began to run ſhort, | 
On the 4th of. July we made the coaſt of 
Caramanea ; ſteering along the ſouth fide of 
Candia, carrying a preſs of {ail both night and 
day with a contrary wind. On the 18th we ſaw 
the Iſland of Sicily, when the Admiral deter- 
mined to enter the port of Syracuſe. With this 
harbour no perſon in the fleet was acquainted — 
but by the ſkill and judgment of the Officers, 
every ſhip ſafely got in and immediately pro- 
ceeded to get in water, &c. with all poſſible ex- 
pedition, - This was the firſt opportunity that 


the Vanguard had had of receiving water on 


board from the 6th of May, fo that not only the 
ſtock of that ſhip, but of ſeveral others of the 
ſquadron, was very nearly exhauſted. Although 
there was no proper or regular watering place, 


yet. 
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yet the. great exertions of the Officers and men 
enabled us to complete this neceſlary ſervice in 
five days, and on the 25th the {quadron again 
put to ſea. 

We received vague accounts while at Syra- 
cuſe, that the enemy's fleet had not been 
{een-in the Archipelago nor the Adriatic, nor 
had they gone down the Mediterranean ; the 
concluſion then ſeemed to be, that the coaſt of 
Egypt was ſtill the object of their deſtination, 
therefore, neither our former diſappointment, nor 
the hardſhips we had endured from the heat of 
the climate, though we were ftill to follow an 
Uncertain purſuit, could deter the Admiral from 
ſteering to that point where there was a chance 
of finding the enemy. 

Now that it is aſcertained by: events that 
Alexandria was the object of the enemy, it may 
ſeem ſtrange that they ſhould have been miſſed by 
us both in our paſlage thither and our return to 
Syracuſe; but it appears that the French ſteered a 
direct courſe for Candia, by which they made an 
angular paſſage towards Alexandria, whilſt we 
| ſteered a direct courſe for that place, without 
making Candia at all, by which we of courſe 
very. conſiderubly ſhortened the diſtance. The 
ſmallneſs of our ſquadron made it neceſlary to 
ſail in cloſe order, and therefore the ſpace which 
it covered was very limited; and as the Admiral 
had no frigates that he might have detached upon 
the look-out, added to the conſtant haze of the 
atmoſphere 3 in that climate, our chance of deſcry- 
ing the enemy was very much circumſcribed. 
The diſtance likewiſe between Candia and the 
4 had 
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Rarbary coaſt, about 35 leagues, leaves very ſuf⸗ 
ficient ſpace for more than two of the largeſt 
fleets to paſs without mutual obſervation, parti- 
cularly under the circumſtances deſcribed. 

On our return to Syracuſe, the circumſtance 
of our ſteering up ko the northward, while the 
enemy kept a ſouthern cour ſe for Alexandria, 
makes it obvious that our chance of falling in 
with them was ſtill leſs than before. 


On the 25th of July we left Syracuſe, fill 


without any poſitive information reſpecting the 


enemy; but it occurred to the Admiral, that 


ſome authentic intelligence might be obtained i in 


the Morea. We ſteered for that coaſt, and made 
the Gulph of Coron on the 28th. Captain Frou- 
bridge was again employed on that important 
ſervice of obtaining intelligence, and was dif- 
patched in the Culloden into Coron, off which 
place, by the great exertions of that able Officer, 
the fleet was not detained above three hours. 
He returned with intelligence from the Turkiſn 
Governor, that the enemy had been ſeen fteer- 


ing to the S. E. from Candia about four weeks 


before. Captain Troubridge had had the ſatisfac- 
tion of obſerving, during his very hurried viſit 
to Coron, that the inhabitants there entertained 


the moſt YOM apprehenſions from the French 


armament, and the moſt perfect deteſtation a- 
gainſt that people. 

Upon the information obtained by Captain 
Troubridge, the Admiral determined .again to 
vifit Alexandria, and carried all fail ſteering for 
that place, which we had the pleaſure to defcry 
on the iſt of Auguſt at noon but not as before, 
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it now appearing full of veſſels of various kinds; 
and we ſoon had the ſatisfaction of perceiving 
the French flag flying on board ſome of the 
ſhips. The utmoſt joy ſeemed to animate every 
breaſt on board the ſquadron at ſight of the e- 
nemy; and the pleaſure which the Admiral him 
ſelf felt, was perhaps more heightened than that 
of any other man, as he had now a certainty 
by which he could regulate his future operations. 
The Admiral had, and it appeared moſt juſt- 
ly, the higheſt opinion of, and placed the firmeſt 
reliance on the valour and conduct of every Cap- 
tain in his ſquadron. It had been his practice 
during the whole of his cruize, whenever the 
weather and circumſtances would permit, to 
have his Captains on board the Vanguard, where 
he would fully develope to them his own ideas 
of the different and beſt modes of attack, and 
ſuch plans as he propoſed to execute upon fallin 9g 
in with the enemy, whatever their poſition or 
ſituation might be, by night or by day. There 
was no poſſible poſition 3 in which they could be 


found that he did not take into his calculation, 


and for the moſt advantageous attack of which, 
he had not digeſted and arranged the beſt poſ= 
ſible diſpoſition of the force which he command- 
ed. With the maſterly ideas of their Admiral, 

ti. erefore, on the ſubject of naval tactics, every 
one of the Captains of his ſquadron was moſt 
thoroughly acquainted; and upon ſurveying the 
ſituation of the enemy, they could aſcertain with 
preciſion what were the ideas and intentions of 
their Commander, without the aid of any further 

Wkruchpns ; ; by which means ſignals became al- 


moſt 
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moſt unneceſſary, much time was ſaved, and the 
attention of every Captain could almoſt undiſ- 
tractedly be paid to the conduct of his own, par- 
ticular ſhip, a circumſtance from which, upon 


this occaſion, the advantages to the general {er- 


vice were almoſt incalculable. 

It cannot here be thought irrelevant to give 
ſome idea of what were the plans which Admi- 
ral Nelſon had formed, and which he explained 
to his Captains with ſuch perſpicuity, as to rend- 
er his 1deas completely their own. To the Naval 
ſervice at leaſt they muſt prove: not only 1 inter- 
eſting, but uſeful. 


Had he fallen in with the French fleet at ſea, | 


that he might make the beſt impreſſion upon 
any part of it that ſhould appear the moſt vulne- 
rable, or the moſt eligible for attack, he divided 
his force into three ſub-{quadrons, v2. 
Vanguard, Orion, Culloden, 
Minotaur, Goliath, Theſeus, 
Leander, Majeſtic; Alexander, 
Audacious, Bellerophon, Swiftſure. 
Defence, | . 
Zealous, 


Two of theſe i ub-ſquad rons were to attack the 


ſhips of war, while the third-was to purſue the 

tranſports, and to fink and deſtroy as many as 

it could. 

I be deſtination of he French armament. 
was involved in doubt and uncertainty ; but it 


forcibly ſtruck the Admiral, that, as it was com- 
manded by the man whom the French had 


dignified with the title of the Conqueror of Italy, 
and as he had with him a very large body of 
t500Ps, 
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troops, an expedition had been ae which 
the land force might execute without the aid of 
their fleet, ſhould the tranſports be permitted to 
make their eſcape, and reach in ſafety their 
place of rendezvous; it therefore became a ma- 
terial conſideration with the Admiral, ſo to ar- 
range his force, as at once to engage the whole 


attention of their ſhips of war, and at the ſame 


time materially to annoy and injure their convoy. 
It will be fully admitted, from the ſubſequent 
information which has been received upon the 
ſubject, that the ideas of the Admiral upon this 
occaſion were perfectly juſt, and that the plan 
which he had arranged was the moſt likely to 
fruſtrate the deſigns of the enemy. 

It is almoſt unneceſſary to explain his praject- 
ed mode of attack at anchor, as that was mi- 
nutely and preciſely executed in the action which 
we now come to deſcribe. Theſe plans, how-w- 
ever, were formed two months before an oppor- 


tunity preſented itſelf of executing any of them, 


and the advantage now was, that they were fa- 
miliar to the underſtandin 8 of every Captain in 
the fleet. 

It has been already mentioned, that we ſaw 


the Pharos of Alexandria at noon on the 14 of 


Auguſt. The Alexander and Swittſure had been 
detached a-head on the preceding evening to 
reconnoitretheportsof Alexandria, whilethemain | 
body kept in the offing. Fhe enemy's fleet were 
firſt -difcovered by the Zealous, Captain Hood, 
who immediately communicated, by ſignal. the 


number of ſhips, ſixteen lying at anchor in line 


of bende, in a bay upon the larboard bow, 
| which 
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| which we afterwards found to be Aboukir Bay. 
The Admiral hauled his wind that inſtant, a 


movement which was immediately obſerved and 
followed by the whole ſquadron; and at the 


{ame time he recalled the Alexander and Switt-- 


ſure. The wind was at this time N. N. W. and 


blew what ſeamen call a top-gallant breeze. It 


was neceflary to take in the royals when we 
hauled upon a wind. 


The Admiral made the ſignal to prepare for 


battle, and that it was his intention to attack 


the enemy's van and centre as they lay at an- 
chor, and according to the plan before develop- 


ed. His idea, in this diſpoſition of his force 
was, firſt to ſecure the victory, and then to make 


the moſt of it as circumſtances. might permit. 


A bower cable of each {ſhip was immediately got 


out abaft, and bent forward. We contmued 


carrying fail and ſtanding in for the enemy's 


fleet in a cloſe line of battle. As all the Officers 
of our {quadron were totally unacquainted with 


Aboukir Bay, each ſhip kept ſounding as ſhe 
ſtood in. 


The enemy appeared to be moored ina ſtrong - 


and compact line of battle, cloſe in with the 
ſhore, their line deſcribing an 'obtuſe angle in 
its form, flanked by numerous gun-boats, four 
frigates, and à battery of guns and mortars on 
an iſland in their van. This ſituation of the 
enemy ſeemed to ſecure to them the moſt deci - 
ded advantages, as they had nothing to attend 


to but their artillery, in their ſuperior ſkill in 


the uſe of which the French ſo much pride 
nnn and to which indeed their ſplendid 
ſeries 
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ſeries of land N was in > general nen e 
5 imputed. 

The n of he ay; preſbinted: the 
aig formidable obſtacles; but the Admiral 
viewed theſe with the eye of. à ſeaman determi- 
ned on attack; and it inſtantly ſtruck his eager 

and penetrating mind, that where there was 
room for an enemy's ſhip to ſwing, there was 
room for one of ours to anchor. No further 
ſignal was neceſſary than thoſe' which had al- 
ready been made. The Admiral's defigns were 
as fully known to his whole ſquadron, as was 
his determination to der, or peri in the 
attempt. 

The Gokath a elbe had the W to 
lead inſide, and to receive the firſt fire from the 
van ſhips of the enemy, as well as from the bat- 
teries and gun- boats with which their van was 
Ftrengthened: Theſe two ſhips, with the Orion, 
Audacious and Theſeus, took their ſtations in- 
fide of the enemy's line, and were immediately 
in cloſe action. The Vanguard anchored the 
firſt on the outer ſide of the enemy, and was 

oppoſed within half piſtol ſhot to Le Spartiate, 
this third in the enemy's line. In ſtanding in, 
our leading ſhips were unavoidably obliged to 
receive into their bows the whole fire of the 
broadſides of the French line, until they could 

1 their reſpective ſtations; and it is but juſt- 

ice to obſerve, that the enemy received us with 
ate firmneſs and deliberation, no colours ha- 
ving been hoiſted on either fide, nor a gun red, 

| -all our van ſhips were within half gun ſhot. | 
mu this time 9 number of our neh 
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17 
were employed aloft in furling ſails, and en deck, 
in hauling the braces, &c. preparatory to our 
caſting anchor. As ſoon as this took place, a 
moſt animated fire was opened from the Van- 
guard, which ſhip covered the approach of thoſe 
mn the rear, which were following in a cloſe line. 
The Minotaur, Defence, Bellerophon, Majeſtic, 
Swiftſure and Alexander, came up in ſucceſſion, 
and paſſing within hail of the Vanguard, took their 
reſpective ſtations oppoſed to the enemy's line. 
All our ſhips anchored by the ſtern, by which 
means the Britiſh line became inverted from 
van to rear. 

Captain Thompſon, of the Leander, of 50 guns, 
with a degree of judgment highly honourable to 
his profeſional character, advanced towards the 
enemy's line on the outſide, and moſt judiciouſ- 
ly dropped his anchor athwart hauſe of Le Frank- 
lin, raking her with great ſucceſs, the ſhot from 
the Leander's broadſide, which paſſed that ſhip, 
all ſtriking L'Orient, the flag ſhip of the French 
Commander in Chief, 

I) he action commenced at ſun-ſet, which was at 
zr min. paſt ſix P. M. with an ardour and our 
which it is impoſſible to deſcribe. _ 

At about ſeven o'clock total darkneſs had come 
on; but the whole hemiſphere was, with inter- 
vals, illuminated by the fire of the hoſtile fleets. 
Our ſhips, when darkneſs came on, had all hoiſt- 


ed their diſtinguiſhing lights, by a ſignal from the 
Admural. 


The van-ſhip of the enemy, Le Guerrier, was 
diſmaſted in leſs than twelve minutes; and, in 
ten minutes after, the 8 ſhip, Le Conque- 
rant 
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rant, and the third; Le Spartiate, very nearly at 


the ſame: moment were alſo diſmaſted. LAdui- 
jon and Le Souverain Peuple, the fourth and fifth 
ſhips of the enemy's line, were taken poſſeſſion 
of by the Britiſh at half paſt eight in the even- 
ing. 

Lenne Berry, at that hour: ſent Lieutenant 
Galwey, of the Vanguard, with a party of ma- 
rines, to take poſſeſſion of Le Spartiate, and that 
Officer returned by the boat the French Captain's 
ford, which Captain Berry immediately deliver- 
ed to the Admiral, who was then below in con- 
tequence of the ſevere wound which he had re- 
ceived 1 in the head during the heat of the attack. 

At this time it appeared that victory had al- 


ready declared itſelf in our favour, for although 


L'Orient, L'Heureux, and Tonnant were not ta- 
ken poſſeſſion of, they were conſidered as com- 
pletely in our power, which pleaſing intelligence 
Captain Berry had likewiſe the ſatisfaction of 
communicating in perſon to the Admiral. 

At ten minutes after nine, a fire was obſerved 
on board L'Orient, the French Admiral's ſhip, 
which ſeemed to proceed from the after-part of 
the cabin, and which encreaſed with great rapi- 
dity, preſently involving the whole of the after- 
part of the ſhip in flames. This circumſtance 
Captain Berry immediately communicated to the 


Admiral, who, though ſuffering ſeverely from 


his wound; came. up upon deck, where the ſirſt 


- conſideration that ſtruck his mind, was concern 
for the danger of ſo many lives, to ſave as many 
as poſſible of whom he ordered Captain Berry to 
make every picnics: exertion. A boat, the only 


Once 


one that could ſwim, was inſtantly diſpatched 


from the Vanguard, and other ſhips that were in 
a condition to do ſo, immediately followed the 
example; by which means, from the beſt poſ- 
ſible information, the lives of about n 
Frenchmen were ſaved. * 

The light thrown by the fire of 1:Orient upon 
the ſurrounding objects, enabled us to perceive 


with more certainty the ſituation of che two 


fleets, the colours of both being clearly diſtin- 
guiſhable. The cannonading was partially Kept 
up to lee ward of the centre till about ten o clock, 


when LOrient blew up with a moſt tremendous 


exploſion. An awful pauſe and death-like ſi- 
lence for about three minutes enfued, when the 
wreck of the maſts, yards, &. &. which had 
been carried to a vaſt height, fell down into the 
water and on board the ſurrounding ſhips. A 


port fire from L'Orient fell into the main royal 


of the Alexander, the fire occaſioned by which 
was however extinguiſhed in about two indes, 
wy the active exertions of Captain Ball. | 

After this awful ſcene, the firing recommenced 
with-the {ſhips to leeward of the centre till twen- 
ty minutes paſt ten, when there was a total ceſ- 
ſation of firing for about ten minutes; after 
which it was revivedt ill about three 1 in bs morn- 
ng, when it again ceaſed. 

After the victory had deen ſecured in the van, 
ſuch Britiſn ſhips as were in a condition to 


move, had gone Wire e the freſh n of 
the enemy. - * 


At five minutes ; paſt: five in the morning, the 


ro Tear ſhips of the enemy, Le Guillaume Tell 
| C 2 and 
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und Le Genereux, were the ** French ſhips of 


the line that had their colours flying. 
At fifty- four minutes paſt five, a French fri- 
gate, L' Artemiſe, fired a broadſide and ſtruck 
her colours; but ſuch was the unwarrantable and 
infamous conduct of the French Captain, that 
after having thus ſurrendered; he ſet fire to his 


ſhip, and, with es hir crew, een His * 


on ſhore. 
Another if the F 8 fri gates, Tin Sale. 
nad been ſunk by the fire from ſome of our 
ſhips; but as her poop remained above water, 
her men were ſaved upon it, and were taken off 
by our boats in the morning. 
The Bellerophon, whoſe * 0 ili had 
been entirely ſhot away, could not retain; her fi- 
tuation a- breaſt of L' Orient, but had drifted out 
of the line to the lee ſide of the bay, a little be- 
fore that ſhip: blew up. The Audacious was in 
n morning detached to her aſſiſtance. 

At eleven o' clock, Le Genereux and Guillaume 
Tell, with the two frigates, Le Juſtice and Le 
Diane, cut their cables and ſtood out to ſea, pur- 
ſued by the Zealous, Captain Hood, who, as the 
Admiral himſelf has ſtated, handſomely endea- 
voured to prevent their elcape; but as there 
Was no other ſhip in a onditkon to Lupport the 
eie, ſhe was recallee. 


The whole day of the Son Was 1 


in ſecuring the French ſhips that had ſtruck, 
and which were now all re e in our poſſeſ- 


fion, Le Tonnant and Timoleon excepted; as 
N 7 were on diſmaſted, and een | 
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rould not eſcape, they were naturally the laſt of 
which we thought of taking poſſeſſion 
On the morning of the bird, the Timoleon 
ens ſet fire to, and Le Tohnent had cut her 
cable and drifted on ſnore; but that active Officer, 


Captain Miller, of the Theſeus, ſoon got her off 


AN; and ſecured her in the Britiſn fine. 
The Britiſh force engaged conſiſted of twelve 
ſhips of 74 guns, and the Leander, of 50. 
From the over anxiety and zeal of Captain 
T roubridge to get into action, his ſhip, the 
Culloden, in ſtanding in for the van of the ene- 
my's line, unfortunately grounded upon the tail 
of a ſhoal running off from the 1fland, on which 
were the mortar and gun batteries of the ene- 
my; and, notwithſtanding all the exertions of 
5 55 able Officer and his ſhip's company, ſhe 
could not be got off. This unfortunate circum- 
ſtance was ſeverely felt at the moment by the 
Admiral and all the Officers: of the ſquadron; 
but : their feelings were nothing compared to the 
anxiety and even anguiſh of mind which the 
Captain of the Culloden himſelf experienced, for 
1o many eventful hours. There was but one con- 
ſolation that could offer itſelf to him in the midſt 
of the diſtreſſes of his ſituation; a feeble. one it 
is true that his ſhip ſerved as a beacon for three 
other ſhips, viz. the Alexander, Theſeus, and 
Leander, which were advancing with all poſſible 
ſail ſet, cloſe in his rear, and which otherwiſe 
might have experienced a ſimilar misfortune, 
and thus in a _ enen full, heres woak- 

-ened ur force. —— 
t was not till the morning of the 2d; what the 
Culloden 
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Culloden could be got off, and it was found ſhe 


bad ſuffered very conſiderable damage in her 


bottom; that her rudder was beat off, and the 


crew could ſcarcely keep her afloat with: all 


punts going. 0 
The reſources of Captain Troubridge's add 


availed him much, and were admirably exerted 
upon this trying oceaſion. In four days he had 


a new rudder made upon his own deck, which 


was immediately ſhipped; and the Culloden was 
again in à ſtate for actual ſervice, Though! ſtill 
very leaky, - 


The Admiral, knowing that he wont of 
Bis Own ſhips had been well taken care of, bent 


his firſt attention to thoſe of the enemy. He 


Aboukir, and through him made a communi- 
cation to the Cmmandant of Alexandria; that 
it was his intention to allow all the wounded 
Frenchmen to be taken aſhore to proper hoſpi- 


tals, with their own ſurgeons to attend them; 
à propoſal which was well received by the French, 


and which was carried into effect on the Follow: 

The activity and generous emficäraium of 
Captain Troubridge, were again exerted at this 
time for the general good. He communicated 
with the ſhore, and had the addreſs to procure 
a ſupply of freſh proviſions, onions, &. which 


were ſerved out to the fick and wounded, and 


which proved of effential utility. © 
On the 2d, the Arabs and e 5 


during the battle had lined the Thores of the 


b {aw with tranſport that the victory was de- 


ciſively 
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eſtabliſned a truce with the Commandant of . | 
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: ciſively ours, an event in which they participa- 
ted with an exultation almoſt equal to our own 3 


and on that and the two following nights, the 


whole coaſt and country were illuminatad as far 


as we could ſee, in celebration of our victory. 
This had a great effect upon the minds of our 
priſoners, as they conceived” that this illumina- 
tion was the conſequence not entirely of our ſuc- 
ceſs, but of ſome ſignal advantage obtained by 
the Arabs and Mamelukes over Buonaparte: 
Although it is natural to ſuppoſe, that the 
time and attention of the Admital, and all? the 


Officers of his ſquadron, were very fully employ- 


ed in repairing the damages ſuſtained by their 
own ſhips, and in ſecuring thoſe of the enemy, 

which their valuor had ſubdued, yet the mind of 
that GREAT and coop Man felt the ſtrongeſt 
emotions of the moſt pious gratitude to che So- 


RENE BEING, for the ſignal Succeſs which, by 


His Divine Favour, had crowned his endeavours 
in the cauſe of his country, and in conſequence, 
on the morning of the 2d, he iſſued the following 
memorandum to the different Captains or” his 
ſquadron. ak 


Es 


* by day of Aug. 1798. 
„ ArMicuty Gop having bleſſed His Majeſty's 
POE nk Vidory, the Admiral intends returning 
Public Thankſgiving for the fame at two o'clock 
this day, and he recommends every DPS W che 
1 as ſoon as convenient. 
Jo the reſpective Captains 
of: the 3 


£ 2 * 
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At two o'clock accordingly on that day, Pub- 
lic Service was performed on the Quarter-deck 
of the Vanguard, by the Rev. Mr Conv, the 
other ſhips following the example of the Admiral, 
though perhaps not all at the ſame time. 

This ſolemn act of gratitude to Heaven ſeemed 
to make a very deep impreſſion upon ſeveral! of 
the priſoners, both Officers and men, ſome of 
the former of whom remarked, © that it was no 
wonder we could preſerve ſuch order and diſci- 
pline, when we could impreſs the minds of our 
men with ſuch ſentiments after a Victory fo 
great, and at a moment of ſuch ſeeming con- 
fuſion,” ? 

On the ſame day the W 1 
was iſſued to all the ſhips, expreſſive of the 
Admiral's ſentiments of the noble exertions of the 
different Officers and men of his {quadron. | 


Vanguard, 2d day of Hugh , 1798. 
* off the Mouth of the Nile. 

{© The Admira-mioſt heartily cougratulates the 
Captains, Officers, ſeamen and marines of the 
{ſquadron he has the honour to command, on the 
event of the late action; and he deſires they will 
accept. his moſt ſincere and cordial thanks for 
their very gallant behaviourin this glorious battle. 
It muſt ſtrike forcibly every Britiſh ſeaman, how 
| ſuperior their conduct is, when IN DISCIPLINE and 
GOOD ORDER, to the riotous behaviour of lawleſs 
Frenchmen. _ | 

The ſquadron may be aſſured the Admiral 
will not fail, with has diſparches, to repreſent their 
eee 
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not fail to be highly acce ptable and gratifying to, 
every. individual in the Ta ron; and the ob- 
ſervation, which, it endeavoured to impreſs upon. 
the minds of all, of the /triking advantages de- 
rived from DISCIPLINE. and GOOD ORDER, was ſo. 
much the effect of recent experience, that FER 
heart immediately aſſented to its juſtice. « _ 
The benefit of this important. truth will not, we 
truſt, be confined to any. particular branch of the 
Britiſh Navy; the ſentiment. of the Hxno of the 
Nil muſt infuſe. itſelf into, the heart of every, 
Britiſh ſeaman, in whatever quarter of the Globe 
he may be extending the glory and. intereſts of 
his country, and will . there produce the con- 
viction, that courage, alone will not lead him to 
conqueſt, without the aid and direction of exact, 
Diſcipline and Order. Let thoſe who defire ro, 
emulate (as every Britiſh ſeaman muſt), the 
glory acquired upon this ſignal occaſion, purſue. 
the ſame means which principally led to its ac-. 
Mee Let them repoſe the moſt perfect v re 
lance in the courage, 13 and {kill of their 
Superior. cers, and let them aid the deſigns of. 
theſe by uniform ſubmiſſive obedience, and Will 
ing ce r n (ball, the Britiſh Na ary 
continue to, be the admiration of the World, till 
time ; 1 no more 3 
| | | e Immediately 
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At two o'clock cd. on that day, Pub- 
lic Service was performed on the Quarter-deck 
of the Vanguard, by the Rev. Mr Comvn, the 
other ſhips following the example of the Admiral, 
though perhaps not all at the ſame time. 

This ſolemn act of gratitude to Heaven ſeemed 
to make a very deep impreſſion upon ſeveral of 
the priſoners, both Officers and men, ſome of 
the former of whom remarked, © that it was no 
wonder we could preſerve ſuch order and diſci- 
pline, when we could impreſs the minds of our 
men with ſuch: ſentiments after a Victory ſo 
great, and at a moment of ſuch ſeeming con- 
fuſion. “ 

On the ſame day the ig en 
was iſſued to all the ſhips, expreſſive of the 
Admiral's ſentiments of the noble exertions of the 
different Officers and men of his ſquadron. : 


Vanguard, 2d day of Auguſt; 1798. 
* off the Mouth of the Nile. 

© The Admiral moſt heartily cougratulates the 
Captains, Officers, ſeamen and marines of the 
ſquadron he has the honour to command, on the 
She of the late action; and he deſires they will 
accept. his moſt ſincere and cordial thanks for 
their very gallant behaviourin this glorious battle. 


It muſt ſtrike forcibly every Britiſh ſeaman, how 


ſuperior their conduct is, when IN DISCIPLINE and 
GOOD ORDER, to the riotous behaviour of lawleſs 

Frenchmen. _ 
The ſquadron 1 may IA aſſured the Admiral 
will not fail, with his diſpatches, to N their 
truly 
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not fail to be highly acce ptable and gratifying to, 
every individual in the 1 and the ob- 
ſervation which it endeavoured to impreſs upon. 
the. minds of all, of tbe feriking advantages de- 
rived from DISCIPLINE. and GOOD -ORDER, WAS. ſo. 
much the effect of recent experience, that FIT; 
heart immediately aſſented to its juſtice. I 
The benefit of this important truth will not, we 
truſt,. be confined to any particular branch of the, 
Britiſh Navy: the ſentiment. of the Hxno of the 
Nite muſt 19 5 5 itſelf into the heart of every 
Britiſh ſeaman, in whatever quarter of the Globe 
he may be extending the glory and. intereſts of 
his country, and will there produce the con- 
viction, that courage alone will not lead him to 
conqueſt, without the aid and direction of exact 
Diſcipline and Order. Let thoſe who deſire ro, 
emulate (as every Britiſh ſeaman muſt), the 
glory acquired upon, this ſignal occaſion, purſue. 
the ſame means which principally led to its ac-. 
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Immediately after the action, ſome Malteſe, 
Genoeſe, and Spaniards, who had been ſerving on 
board the French fleet, offered their ſervices in 
ours, which were accepted ; and they expreſſed 
the greateſt happineſs at thus being freed, as 
{icy themſelves ſaid, from the tyranny and 
cruelty of the French. 

On the 4th day after the Action, Captain 
EERRV, of the Vanguard, failed in the Leander, 
of 50 guns, with the Admiral's diſpatches to 
the Commander in Chief, Earl Sr VIixckN T, off 
Cadiz, containing intelligence of the Croniu 
Victory which he had obtained. 


[Here ends the Journal from which Tas Nar- 
RATIVE has been compiled. We confider it un- 
neceſſary here to re-ſtate the Line of Battle of 
the two fleeis, or to repeat the liſts of the kill- 
ed and wounded, &c. as theſe have already been 
ſo fully given to the public through the official 
channel of the Admirals diſpatches. 

It would to us, however, appear a want of 
juſt feeling and ſentiment, were we to ſend a 
narrative into the world, ſo authentic and cir- 
cumſtantial, without attempting to expreſs, how- 
ever inadequately, our homage for the {ſplendid 
talent and heroic energy, by which the glorious. 
event of which it is deſcriptive, was atchieved. 
The daring enterprize of the attack could only 
be rivalled by the perſevering courage with which 
it was ſupported, and the unparallelled ſucceſs 


with which it was crowned, 
Where 
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Where theſervices of ALL upon this great OC= 
caſion were ſo eminently marked by the moſt 
animated gallantry, it would not only be invidli⸗ 
ous, but perhaps impoſſible, to make a ſelection 
of individual pre- eminence. If every man had 


not done his duty to the utmoſt ſtretch of his 
ability, it ſeems impoſſible that an inferior force 


ſhould have obtained ſo ſignal a victory over 


one ſo very conſiderably ſuperior. The differ- 
ent fituations, however, of the different ſhips, 
certainly. placed ſome in circumſtances of more 
arduous and unequal combat than others. The 
undaunted magnanimity with which the Belle- 
rophon was placed alongfide L'Orient, excited 
at the moment the 157 admiration, and hy 
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culiar alpha of heroiſm War be adduced but 
where ALL were Heroes, the praiſe of HEROILSXM 18 
JUSTLY DUE TO ALI. 

In the Chief Commander upon this occaſion, 


it is evident that the high ; Sallantry of his ſpirit 


cation for the com- 


is the leaſt ſtriking quali 


mand with which he had fo judiciouſly been in- 


veſted. To fight and to conquer had been fa- 
miliar to Ing but he was now called upon for 
the exerciſe of qualities which raiſe the true Hero 


above the level of the general maſs of mankind, 


and conſtitute the character of a great Comman- 


der.—Theſe, it has been ſeen, he not only fully 
poſſeſſed, but moſt admirably exerted. He pur- 
Wed. to every point in which there ſeemed the 
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beſt chance of finding his enemy —he ſuffered 
incertitude and diſappointment with unſhaken 
firmneſs ; and the delay which occurred in the 
gratification of his wiſhes, only added to the he- 
roic feeling from which they aroſe. 

An idea has gone abroad, that the attack in 
Aboukir Bay was directed by accident. No idea 
can be more unfounded, or more derogatory to 
the profeſſional character of the gallant Admiral. 
It is proved from the narrative, that his mode 
of attack was the reſult of deep and deliberate 
cogitation, and ſo clearly had he explained 
himſelf to thoſe who were to bear their reſpec- 
tive ſhares in the execution of his plans, that 
when they diſcovered their enemy, little remain- 
ed to be done but to. commence the premedi- 
tated attack. How well the plan for the attack 
at anchor was concerted, the event has fully 
proved; and there is certainly every juſt ground 
for the concluſion, that wherever, or in what- 
ever ſituation the Britiſh ſquadron, under Rear- 
Admiral Nelſon, had fallen in with the enemy, 
the reſult would have been ſucceſsful and glort- 
ous in a ſuperlative degree. 

As it was—no battle was ever more deſpe- 
rately fought—no victory was ever more com- 
plete in itſelf, or more important in its conſe- 
quences ;—and when the ſuperiority in force of 
the enemy, and his advantages of ſituation, are 
conſidered, .it muſt be pronounced to be the 
moſt daring enterprize, under the conduct of 
reaſon and ſkill, that ever was attempted ; and 
THE BATTLE OF THE NILE, which now fills all 
Europe with ſenfations of aſtoniſhment and ad- 


miration, 
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